   
Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #41
                *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Carl Miller, (Surgery Oct. 18); *Arletta Thomas, (Polk Personal Care, Rm. 206, 301 N. St., Millersburg, PA 17061); *Dave Novinger, (Hosp); Family & Friends of Jane Baker; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Sophia/Ben/Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Stan/Loretta Brown; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Glen Hale; Shirley Seiler; Betty Feger; Jen Sung;  J. S. Miller; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders & Family; Baby Caleb Welcomer; Lynda Comfort Homet; Toni Carren;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
[image: image1.emf]


                               October 16, 2022
     Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
October 16, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Sue Faust                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  Let us come together to worship and learn the ways of the Lord!
P:  Let us study the scriptures, that we might hear God’s Word in them.
L:  Let us join together in prayer, that we might know God’s presence.
P:  Let us seek to walk with the Lord, that others might see God with us.
L:   Let us sing out with joy and give praise for God’s mercy and love!
      ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!

      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -                   “Great Is the Lord”             Page 31          
*Invocation  (In Unison)                                                                        
We come to worship, O God, in response to your Word spoken in Jesus Christ and made known to us in the church of the apostles.  Receive us as faithful witnesses to the faith inspired by your Spirit and desiring to be found ready at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
      Psalm: Psalm 121:1-8   (Responsively)    (See Insert) 
      New Testament:  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5       (See Insert)  Ed Berra
        Hymn -             “Be Thou My Vision”                    Page 382 
 *(Sermon Text) Gospel:  Luke 18:1-8      (See Insert)   Ken Bechtel 
Message:  “Are Your Prayers in the Dead-Letter Department?”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -               “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”          Page 43
*Benediction                                                        
And now may the love of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

         
 L:  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            


P:  Response: “And also with you.”                               


L:   “Go now in peace.”                                                  
      *Extinguishing of candles


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 16th the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
PRAYER MEETINGS will be starting again. It will be held for a maximum of one hour the First Tuesday and the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM. All are welcome to join together to pray for church members, friends, family, etc.

                                   CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Oct. 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 19 - ​7:00PM - Council Meeting

Oct. 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

SPECIAL SERVICE: There will be a Special Service on Sunday November 6 to celebrate 50 years in our church building! Please plan to attend this special service! There will more details in upcoming bulletins and in November newsletter.
LAY READERS: Oct. 16 - Ed Berra, Ken Bechtel; Oct. 23 - Theresa Miller, To be announced; Oct. 30 -Bridget Campbell, Sue Faust.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Oct 16 - Ed Dobbin. Oct. 23 - To be announced; Oct. 30 - Marie Herb.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) You can also designate Mission Offering to go to “Community meals” if you wish.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 121:1-8 (Responsive) (NKJV)
121 I will lift up my eyes to the hills—
From whence comes my help?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not allow your foot to be moved;
He who keeps you will not slumber.
4 Behold, He who keeps Israel
Shall neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord is your keeper;
The Lord is your shade at your right hand.
6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
Nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil;
He shall preserve your soul.
8 The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in
From this time forth, and even forevermore.
2ND Reading - N. Testament - 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 (NKJ)
14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 
15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
4 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 18:1-8 (NLT)
18 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ” 6 Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
      CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!         

Hello Crafters! We are looking for vendors for our Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday December 3, 2022 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM! If you are interested in having a table (or more), please respond using the form found on Valleys Face book Page. Once you fill out the form, a contract will be mailed or emailed to you that you will need to sign and send back to Valleys, along with your deposit by November 21, 2022.
    This event will be held indoors and spaces are limited, however we do currently have 10+ spaces available. If you have any questions, feel free to message the church’s Face book page or email  campbellsgoats@gmail.com 

Attendance: 
In-person worship for Oct. 9 was 40. 
Face book views for Oct. 9 as of Oct. 12 were 38.

Face Book views for Oct. 2 as of Oct. 12 were 65.
1ST Hymn: “Great Is the Lord”  (GREAT IS THE LORD)  

(Page 31 Red Hymnal)
Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith   CCLI Song # 1149 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse      Great is the Lord
He is holy and just
By His power we trust in His love
Great is the Lord
He is faithful and true
By His mercy He proves He is love
Chorus 1  Great is the Lord
And worthy of glory
Great is the Lord
And worthy of praise
Great is the Lord
Now lift up your voice
Now lift up your voice
Great is the Lord
Chorus 2   Great are You Lord
And worthy of glory
Great are You Lord
And worthy of praise
Great are You Lord
I lift up my voice
I lift up my voice
Great are You Lord
Ending      Great are You Lord
Great are You Lord
Great are You Lord
Great are You Lord
Link to Hymn “Great Is the Lord”:  (Pg. 31)
https://youtu.be/5PqxRPZUnEc
History of Hymn “Great Is the Lord”

"Great Is the Lord" is a popular worship song written in 1982 by Debbie and Michael W. Smith. The couple were at the time active members of Belmont Church on Music Row in Nashville, Tennessee and were seeking to augment the music. The inspiration for the lyrics were drawn from Psalm 145:3, "Great is the Lord and most worthy of Praise". The song is sung in churches of many denominations and is included in many hymnal supplements.

Musically, the song is a mix between the pop and worship styles of the day. The song is set in 6/8 time, with an upbeat tempo. The verses are in the key of D major, while the chorus drops down to C major. The song uses several synthesizers, as well as an acoustic piano, to carry along the verses. Guitar, additional vocals and a string section show up in the chorus.
History of Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision”
    This ancient 8th century hymn text from Ireland is still meaningful for us today with its expression of a yearning for the presence and leading of God in our lives.

The earnest prayer is enhanced by such quaint but tender phrases as Lord of my heart, Thy presence my light, and heart of my heart. The text states that when we allow God to have first place in our lives, He becomes our treasure. And we no longer care for the pursuit of riches or mans praise.

   The entire Irish poem was first translated into English in 1905 by Mary Bryne, in Dublin, Ireland. Several years later, Eleanor Hull, a writer of English history and literature, [enned the prose into verse form and included it in her book of poems, The Poem Book of the Gael.

The melody for this hymn is a traditional Irish tune.

2nd Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision (Page 382Red hymnal)
Eleanor Henrietta Hull | Mary Elizabeth Byrne      SLANE  Public Domain
CCLI Song # 30639 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Be Thou my vision
O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me
Save that Thou art
Thou my best thought
By day or by night
Waking or sleeping
Thy presence my light 

Verse 2   Be Thou my wisdom
Be Thou my true Word
I ever with Thee
And Thou with me Lord
Thou my great Father
I Thy true son
Thou in me dwelling
And I with Thee one
Verse 3    Riches I heed not
Nor man's empty praise
Thou mine inheritance
Now and always
Thou and Thou only
Be first in my heart
High King of heaven
My treasure Thou art
Verse 4    High King of heaven
When vict'ry is won
May I reach heaven's joys
O bright heaven's Sun
Heart of my own heart
Whatever befall
Still be my vision
O Ruler of all
Link for hymn: “Be Thou My Vision”  (Pg 382)
https://youtu.be/mUV8o1IjJ30        https://youtu.be/NBLwZxLcQOo?t=1 
3rd Hymn: Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”   (Pg 43 Red Hymnal)

Thomas Obediah Chisholm | William Marion Runyan    
CCLI Song # 18723 CCLI License # 2572107

Chorus   Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning
New mercies I see
All I have needed
Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness
Lord unto me
Verse 1  Great is Thy faithfulness
O God my Father
There is no shadow
Of turning with Thee
Thou changest not
Thy compassions they fail not
As Thou hast been
Thou forever wilt be
Verse 2   Summer and winter
And springtime and harvest
Sun moon and stars
In their courses above
Join with all nature
In manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness
Mercy and love
Verse 3    Pardon for sin
And a peace that endureth
Thy own dear presence
To cheer and to guide
Strength for today
And bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine
With ten thousand beside
Link to Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  (Pg. 43)
https://youtu.be/04cK02gTDfA
History of Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
     While many hymns are born out of a particular dramatic experience, this hymn was simply the result of the authors morning by morning realization of Gods personal faithfulness. Thomas Obadiah Chisolm (1866-1960) had a difficult early adult life. His health was so fragile that there were periods of time when he was confined to bed, unable to work. Between bouts of illness he would have to push himself to put in extra hours at various jobs in order to make ends meet. After coming to Christ at age 27, Thomas found great comfort in the Scriptures, and in the fact that God was faithful to be his strength in time of illness and weakness, and to provide his needs. Lamentations 3:22-23 was one of his favorite scriptures: “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness.”
     While away from home on a missions trip, Thomas often wrote to one of his good friends, William Runyan, a relatively unknown musician. Several poems were exchanged in these letters. Runyan found one of Williams’ poems so moving that he decided to compose a musical score to accompany the lyrics. Great is Thy Faithfulness was published in 1923.

For several years, the hymn got very little recognition, until it was discovered by a Moody Bible Institute professor who loved it so much and requested it sung so often at chapel services, that the song became the unofficial theme song of the college.

     It was not until 1945 when George Beverly Shea began to sing Great is Thy Faithfulness at the Billy Graham evangelistic crusades, that the hymn was heard around the world.

Thomas Chisolm died in 1960 at age 94. During his lifetime, he wrote more than 1,200 poems and hymns including O To Be Like Thee and Living for Jesus.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church  
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard
 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

  Weekly Devotional #41        October 16, 2022       Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

                     “Are Your Prayers in the Dead-Letter Department?”

             Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship: 
L: Let us come together to worship and learn the ways of the Lord!
P: Let us study the scriptures, that we might hear God’s Word in them.
L: Let us join together in prayer, that we might know God’s presence.
P: Let us seek to walk with the Lord, that others might see God with us.

L: Let us sing out with joy and give praise for God’s mercy and love!

All:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Ever-present God, let your Spirit fill this place.  With thanksgiving, praise and joy, we worship you, marvelous God.  How amazing is all of your creation!  How glorious is this day of new life!  Come among us now, we pray, to raise us up from our fears and doubts and perplexity.  Touch us today with a spirit of hope, that our discipleship may honor Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 121:1-8        

New Testament: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

*Gospel: Luke 18:1-8     

Meditation: “Are Your Prayers in the Dead-Letter Department?”     
No doubt you have heard about the Postal Service’s “Dead Letter Department.”  That’s the place where mail goes when it’s not clearly addressed or doesn’t have enough postage and the sender’s identity can’t be figured out.  There the letter is opened and it is examined for clues as to where the letter came from.  If the return address can’t be found the letter is destroyed.  It never reaches its destination and any requests made by the sender remain unanswered!

How about you?  Do you feel like your prayers end up in some kind of dead letter department?  Do you feel like your prayers never reach God?  If so, this parable is for you.  As we take a look at the New Testament it becomes obvious that Jesus was never afraid to ask things of God the Father.  He asked for wine at a wedding party.  He asked for more bread and fish to feed a crowd.  He asked God to heal the blind, the lame, the mute, and the possessed.  Jesus asked a lot of God.  And He never felt as if He were imposing.  And here in our Scripture Lesson, Jesus is telling us to do the same.  

The problem, of course, is the identity of the “judge who neither feared God nor cared about people.”  Jesus is speaking here not of God, but of a human judge—and a rather cold and heartless one at that. 

No doubt, it can be hard to knock on someone’s door.  That’s something many of us learned early in life — perhaps as paperboys or girls scouts selling girls scout cookies, or candy for a school fund-raiser.  There we would stand, on the doorstep, wondering who was inside, wondering what kind of reception we’d get.  If there was a barking dog, that made it much worse.  And sometimes when you would ring the doorbell; you wouldn’t hear anything, and you would wonder, “Did the doorbell even ring?  Does it work?”  Then we might wonder, “Should I ring it again — or should I wait? And if I ring it again, how long is the acceptable time to wait?” 

Most of us who have been in that situation would probably agree that doorknockers are better than doorbells.  With a doorknocker you can rap on that door as loud as you want, and if anyone is inside, they have to hear that noise.

Jesus tells us about a woman who stands knocking on someone’s door – knocking and waiting and knocking and waiting, wondering if the judge will ever answer.  Now, Jesus doesn’t tell us that she is literally knocking on the door — but He does tell us that she “kept coming to him with a plea” saying, “Grant me justice against my adversary.”

This woman is a widow, and very likely lived in poverty.  In the male-dominated culture of that day, she had no social standing of her own and no right to file a complaint in court, unless a man did it for her.  The law of Israel said that judges were to take special pains to hear the complaints of people like this widow.  The Scriptures are very compassionate when it comes to widows.  The first Chapter of Isaiah upholds this high ideal of justice: “…learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.”  

It doesn’t appear, though, that this judge has read the Book—at least, not recently.  He’s a tough customer.  Some theologians speculate that he would have been a crook, a thoroughly corrupt person.  He was just out to make a buck.  And this woman had no money to pay him.  Why, she can knock on the door forever as far as the judge is concerned.

More than likely, this judge is a bureaucrat.  His desk is piled high with paper work, and this paperwork requires his stamp of approval.  It can be tough to be heard through a whole lot of paperwork.

One time Mother Teresa signed into a California hospital for heart tests.  After signing her name to umpteenth times to the legal-release form, she put down her pen, shook her head, and said softly, “So many signatures for such a small heart.”

Yet, here is this widow, standing on the bureaucrat’s doorstep.  Who does she think she is?  She just keeps pounding on the judge’s door!  And as time wears on, the judge’s resistance begins to break down.  It’s hard to sleep when you’re lying in bed with a pillow over your head and when you glance out the window and see all your neighbors’ lights going on, as they look out to see who’s causing all that racket.  Finally, the judge admits that he’s beaten.  “Even though I don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!”
The point that Jesus is making here is not, “how to succeed in government.”  He’s only using the unjust judge as an example.  “Listen,” he says, “to what the unjust judge says.  And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?”

Jesus is saying, if the most powerless widow you could imagine who is at the very bottom of the list can get her case heard by a crooked judge, then will not our loving Father willingly listen to every plea and petition of ours?

God is not like the unjust judge.  God listens.  God cares.  God responds.  Our prayers to God do not end up in the dead letter department.  But this is no reason to think we should expect to get whatever we pray for.  For example, often a father has to refuse the request of a child, because he knows that what the child asks for would hurt rather than help.  God is like that.  We don’t know what’s going to happen in the next hour, let alone the next week, or month, or year.  Only God sees time as a whole, and, therefore, only God knows what is good for us in the long run.  That is why Jesus says that we must never be discouraged in prayer.  We will never grow weary in prayer and our faith will never falter if, after we have offered to God our prayers and requests, we add the perfect prayer, “Your will be done.”

For prayer is not about changing the mind of God, but opening our hearts to the will of God!!!  Prayer is not getting God to see it our way, but getting us to see it God’s way.  In Philippians chapter 2 Paul tells us that we should have in us the actual mind of Jesus Christ.  And here is the key!  Jesus said, “Whatever you ask in my name I will do it.”  But what does that mean?

Augustine asked, “Do we pray, ‘O God, make me pure — but not now?”  It has been said that our failures in prayer are most often due to the fact that our aspirations are halfhearted. It’s like we pray, “Lead me, O God, except in the direction I don’t want to go.”  Or, “save me, O God, from the consequences of evil, but not from its pleasures.”

When we pray we should be praying in the mind of Christ or “Not my will but thine be done.”  So when we pray, we should ask God to reveal God’s mind to us.  “Lord, there is a need. Teach me Your mind. Teach me how to pray about this.”

Suppose you are in a rowboat which is 15 feet from shore.  You throw your anchor ashore and pull yourself to the dock.  Now, what have you done?  You pulled yourself closer to the land.  Prayer works like that as well.  It brings us closer to God.  It is a means of grace, whereby we are brought closer to the mind of God.

Paul knew how to pray.  He prayed, “God, I have a thorn in my flesh.”  Three times Paul went to God and asked to be healed.  And there in God’s presence Paul began to know the mind of Christ!  He quit asking to be healed, and he started asking for strength to bear the affliction for the glory of God!  God answered Paul’s prayer – “To keep me from becoming conceited…there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’… ‘For when I am weak, then I am strong”

A little boy knelt down to say his bedtime prayers.  His parents heard him reciting the alphabet in very reverent tones.  When asked what he was doing, he replied, “I’m saying my prayers, but I can’t think of the exact words tonight. So, I’m just saying all the letters. God knows what I need, and He’ll put all the words together for me.”

In prayer, we are seeking Christ’s mind.  We ask God to take our minds and make them God’s.  We ask the Holy Spirit to pray through us and for us.  And when we pray like that, Jesus assures us that we shall find!!!  Praise God!     Amen.
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

    Lord God our Heavenly Father, we are grateful for this house of worship.  We enjoy the comfort of this building, the music, and the instruction of your Word.  But most of all we enjoy the opportunity of meeting with you together with our brothers and sisters in faith who have come to share in this hour of worship.  Luke taught that Jesus prayed consistently during his life here on this earth.  We are your disciples and we need to be people of prayer also. Prayer is that magnet that keeps us close to you.  If we let the magnet go we drift away from you.  We can be so impatient sometimes and feel that you have not heard our prayers when they are not answered immediately.  We live in a world of instant everything and it is so hard to be patient.  Help us to be patient and not to lose heart and to be persistent in seeking you.

    Many are in need healing – healing from past hurts, physical pains, and spiritual healing for various reasons.  We pray for the long list of family and friends who are sick and who need your touch of healing grace.  You know each one by name and our every need before we know them.  And you tell us to come to you and ask for every need of life.  So we are coming to you and asking for your divine healing upon your children.  We turn to you so that we can be made whole again.  There is so much we don’t understand about life, but we do know that with one touch, one word, you can make us whole. Help us to be patient and allow you to do your work.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.
